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The Junior League of Midland, Inc.  

is wrapping up a fabulous spring. 

As a League we have finished our 

biggest events of the year: Shotguns and 

Stilettos, which was a massive success 

with the Annual Luncheon featuring 

former President George W. Bush at 

Midland Country Club, Clay Shoot out 

at Windwalker Farms, and Buckshot 

Bash at the Petroleum Club. Members of 

the League and community supporters 

attended these events by the masses. The 

support given for our largest fundraiser 

will without a doubt be fundamental in 

the impact we are able to make within Midland next year. Seeing all of Shotguns 

and Stilettos Committee’s hard work come to fruition was incredible to witness. 

Personally, my time as Tumbleweed Editor is coming to a close. This is our last 

edition for this year, and I am excited to pass the torch to current Assistant Editor 

Amber Hoelscher. She was able to take the reigns for the previous edition and 

her success with it only proved how great she will be as Editor next year. I am so 

appreciative for the time and opportunity to act as Editor this year. I have learned so 

much about the inner workings of our League through this leadership placement. I 

want to take this time to personally thank everyone who reads the Tumbleweed, after 

all you are who we create this for each quarter. I would also like to thank each and 

every one of our advertisers, without you the Tumbleweed would not be possible. So 

from the bottom of my heart, thank you all so very much. I have enjoyed writing for 

and editing Tumbleweed this year. 

SHANDIE WILD
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF MIDLAND, INC.

TUMBLEWEED EDITOR
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LETTER  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT
t has been my great privilege to serve as President of the Junior League of 

Midland. My years as a League member have been filled with incredible 

opportunities, but this has truly been the experience of a lifetime.  As I 

reflect on the accomplishments of the year, I know for certain that I am not 

writing this narrative alone.  From our supporters and generous donors 

to our dedicated members who generously share their gifts with the city, I am so grateful for 

you all.  

Since 1949 the League has been a way for the women of Midland to stretch themselves, to 

learn, and to know the true joy that comes from helping others and the feeling of leaving the 

world better than we found it.   

The Junior League of Midland, Inc. thrives on new beginnings each year.  The League’s 

cycle of life is evident as volunteers transition through the various stages of membership: 

Prospective member, Provisional, Active and Sustainer.  Year after year the membership replenishes itself with a natural turnover that opens doors 

for emerging leaders and allows for a great number of members to train, grow, develop, lead, mentor, and inspire.  As League members recognize 

their potential at any stage of membership, the beautiful result is the League’s cycle of life that yields long term impact on the community, fellow 

volunteers, and members themselves. 

This year was filled with countless demonstrations of the Junior League of Midland at its best.  Active members gave more than 18,000 volunteer 

hours to many local nonprofit agencies.  The members juggled personal and professional responsibilities while fulfilling their JLM commitments.  

The year has been busy with our community projects: Reading Olympics, Suits with Skills, Face the Race, expanded IMPACT at Lee Freshman 

and Midland Freshman, and Volunteers in Midland.  The membership has voted on a new project to begin next year as a great partnership with 

Communities in Schools called Pink Pantry that will be starting at five schools in the fall.  We had a wonderful Rummage Sale last fall.    We 

supported several local agencies with special projects and drives and a celebration reception made possible by the 70 Years of Service committee.  

We kicked off the amazing three days of events with Shotguns & Stilettoes by welcoming President George W. Bush back to Midland! This year 

our members have been Unstoppable. 

It has been my greatest honor to serve as President of the Junior League of Midland for 2018-2019.  I look forward to celebrating many more 

milestones in the future alongside each of you.  The great Maya Angelou once said, “When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is 

blessed.” For 70 years, Junior League of Midland members have shared their gifts with Midland, changing the city and themselves for the better. 

I

MYNDI EASTER
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF MIDLAND, INC.

PRESIDENT
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Editor’s Note: This article originally appeared in the January 1999 issue of Tumbleweed (Volume 44, Number 5). For the occasion
of the League’s 70th anniversary, we updated the piece to include contributions from the Presidents of the last 20 years.

Through questionnaires, research of past Tumbleweed issues and Yearbooks, and Anne Hover’s charmingly funny, insightful book,
Past Presidents’ Advice, we discovered the highlights of their term, as well as which projects they felt had the greatest impact on our

community. Here there are seventy years of hard work and dedication from women who agreed to answer the call to leadership.

Esther Howard
1949-1950

Mary Velma Sealy
1950-1951

Spooks Starr
1951-1952

Celeste Fasken
1952-1953

Mrs. John W. Walston
1953-1954

Harriet Herd
1955-1956

Dorothy Smith & Helen Cooper
1954-1955

Our organization’s first President charted the way 
for our community service. With the establishment 
of the Memorial Fund, an incubator was donated to 
Midland Memorial Hospital.

A major project, the Children’s Diagnostic Clinic, 
was organized, with the Children’s Service League 
and a gift of $1,000 was given the first year. The 
Guadalupe Youth Center was established. Also, 
Mrs. Sealy oversaw the first Charity Ball.

$2,500 was given to the Children’s Diagnostic 
Clinic. The Memorial Fund purchased a 
bronchoscopic operating set for the hospital. 
Her year’s highlight was “to get through the year 
without a nervous breakdown.”

“The Day Nursery was receiving more applications 
than openings available, proving a need for it in 
Midland.” The nursery was established by the 
Junior League for working mothers, cost per child 
based on the mother’s income.

The League provided volunteers for the Midland 
Memorial Hospital Auxiliary.

“I suppose the Next-to-New shop was the most 
successful project during my term. The most 
important thing to me during my term- is that I 
learned so much about working with people.” 
Dorothy Smith

1955-56 was highlighted by strengthening 
the internal structure of the League; bylaws 
were revised to make them workable for us and 
compatible with AJLA policies.

Harriet Herd
1956-1957

1956-57 was highlighted by buying property and 
building the Next-to-New Shop; establishing a 
Community Advisory Committee to search out 
needed projects and publishing a brochure on 
League activities for community distribution. The 
building of the Next-to-New shop in a favorable 
location has benefitted our community for 40 years 
by making good, used clothing available at fair 
prices.

Jane Ramsland
1961-1962

Ibby Hardie
1957-1958

We had a citizens’ advisory committee to help us 
choose new projects.

The Family Counseling Service officially opened 
offices and the Dental Clinic moved to the new 
wing of the hospital with new equipment and 
instruments purchased from the Dentists’ Fund.

Mrs. Pierce hosted the first inspection visit by 
AJLA and oversaw the opening of a prenatal clinic 
at the hospital.

Jane recalled, “Setting up the Children’s Art Show 
in conjunction with the schools’ participation and 
trying to keep the lines of communication open 
between everyone.”

During my Presidency the second informational 
questionnaire from the consultant of applying 
groups of the AJLA was received (applying for 
Junior League status). It had ten single-line 
questions. The answers took 75 typewritten pages. 
It was exciting to do it. Highlights? I believe it was 
my Charity Ball where it took me 45 minutes to 
drive from MCC because of ice. Fredda Durham 
took me to Dallas N-M in her plane to buy gowns.
High Cotton!

Billie Hunt
1959-1960

Elizabeth Davidson
1958-1959

Mary Pierce
1960-1961

Betty George
1962-1963

Dottie Craig
1963-1964

Connie Cole
1964-1965

The Bylaws and Standing Rules were revised. 
The Education Committee presented “Midland 
Trilogy” on finances, public relations, and 
placement as part of in-League training. Over 
100 Active League members participated in some 
phase of preparations and presentation of these 
programs.

The highlight of my term as President was the 
election of our Junior Welfare League by the 
Board of Directors of AJLA to membership in the 
Association of Junior Leagues of America.

One of the most exciting accomplishments of the 
year was the choosing of a new project for the 
League. This new project was an arts and science 
museum, which would eventually be established as 
the Museum of the Southwest.

Beverly H. Strong
1965-1966

Alice Tillett
1966-1967

Betty Dean
1967-1968

I was the first President to use the former Executive 
Board to help choose the next Committee 
Chairmen. It helps keep you and protect you from 
choosing good friends.

The Symphony for Youth was enlarged through 
coordination with the Symphony Guild. The 
Junior League was able to give added placement 
opportunities at the Opportunity Center and the 
Public Affairs Study Committee which finished a 
statewide study of Juvenile Delinquency and began 
a preliminary study on the subject of Language 
Disabilities.

The League was asked to participate in a vital 
overall community project for the first time - 
Objectives for Midland - which we helped to 
organize. We entertained the President of AJLA 
in Midland for the first time- Betsy Whitman from 
Boston.

"When I Was President..."
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By Stephanie Feagan and Anne Mouton

Joanie Holt
1968-1969

Jane Williams
1969-1970

Joann Foster
1970-1971

“My term as President was the easiest of any 
position I held. It was easy due to the ability and 
willingness of all of the Board Members. It showed 
what a great job the League did in training all of its 
members. One of the best projects the League has 
ever done was the creation of the Museum of the 
Southwest. What a wonderful gift to the City!”

When I became President in April 1969, it was 
during the early days of the development of the 
Museum of the Southwest. We furnished the 
conference room in the Museum of the Southwest 
for the use of the Junior League as well as for 
the Museum’s Trustees. Our first office was 
there. Also, during this year, the home of Naomi 
Lancaster was given to the Museum, which greatly 
enhanced future plans.

In 1970-1971, we were studying new and different 
topics- learning disabilities, environmental 
control, and the coming dangers of drugs! 
Also, the AJLA was changing their organization 
structure and purpose to better serve the needs of 
the member Leagues, and we were asked to study 
the issues and provide input.

Sarah Link Grimes
1972-1973

Paula Cahoon
1973-1974

So long ago- but remembered fondly- volunteers in 
Midland got underway placing 223 volunteers with 
agencies that badly needed help and introduced 
volunteerism to the community. A film, Land of the 
High Sky, was produced, one of the first endeavors 
to advertise Midland’s potential. However, like 
most past Presidents, I believe that the true 
highlights of any term are the many members who 
give and give again to make projects successful and 
the League run smoothly.

Our administrative and fiscal year changed from 
April 1 to June 1. The year’s highlight was the 
Community Orientation ’72, a nine-session 
course instituted through the  Neighborhood 
Action Centers to orient its staff and all volunteers 
who worked with the poor to community services 
available in the fields of health, law, employment, 
social welfare, and culture. There were 85 
participants.

The highlight was being able to sit back and 
watch an outstanding Board do a great job. One 
outstanding project was the beginning of the 
Architectural Barriers’ Handbook, which led to 
the knowledge and awareness in Midland of the 
architectural needs of the handicapped.

Frances Mills
1971-1972

Mrs. Richard Lamphere
1974-1975

Barbara Tom Jewell
1975-1976

Nancy Anguish
1976-1977

Betty Sumner
1977-1978

Major changes and rejuvenation were completed at 
the Next-to-New Shop. These included painting, 
new shelving, and display racks. The changes were 
well received by our customers as evidence by our 
net profit for the year of $24,597.05.

She especially remembers the “association 
with the talented, dedicated group of women 
who worked willingly and diligently for their 
community.” “Partners in Reading, which led to 
later partnerships with our public schools” was the 
project with the most impact that year.

The emphasis this year was on the value of League 
training and education for the members and 
increased communications within the League and 
within the community.

“One of the highlights of my year as President was 
the introduction of the Associated Management 
Process to our League. This was the beginning of 
setting goals and objectives and helped increase in-
League communications. The project that had the 
greatest impact on our community was a $33,000 
contribution to Midland Memorial Hospital.” 
Equipment was donated to help attract doctors to 
Midland, which suffered a shortage of doctors.

Louan Rogers
1978-1979

Suzy Boldrick
1980-1981

Donnette Schwisow
1979-1980

As a 30th anniversary gift, the plans for the 
Tumbleweed Park were conceived by an 
anniversary committee headed by Suzy Boldrick; 
a new Provisional course was designed using 
a video which outlines the League’s many 
accomplishments; and storage facility which 
eventually became the Headquarters was 
completed.

The concept of Hearthstone was in its infancy. 
Hearthstone had a great impact on our community, 
I believe. A highlight of my year as President was 
seeing our “baby” the Museum of the Southwest, 
grow to maturity and need more space. The League 
voted to move from the museum and to add office 
space and meeting rooms onto our warehouse on 
Dengar.

One of the most fun highlights was I was the 
first President to preside over the League in our 
brand new headquarters! Windlands Park was 
in full swing and has become a great asset to our 
community.

Sandra Ray
1981-1982

Linda Powell
1982-1983

Polly Davis
1983-1984

Lucy Woodside
1984-1985

Sharla Hotchkiss
1985-1986

The 1981-1982 administrative year was both 
rewarding and exciting because of the challenges 
and changes which affected every member.” Some 
added placements were: Audio/Visual Screening, 
Haley Library Docents, and Tape Lending Library.

Her year’s highlight was the appropriation 
of funding for Hearthstone. The League 
appropriated an amount over three years not to 
exceed $150,000 for this project. Hearthstone 
is an Emergency Shelter/Foster Group Home 
established in conjunction with the First Baptist 
Church.

“The addition of evening meetings to correspond 
to the day general meetings increased our 
attendance average for the year.” The Children’s 
Dental Clinic was moved from the hospital to Casa 
de Amigos.

As a result of the members’ responses to Group 
Meeting questions and the recommendations of 
the Admissions Committee, a new non-deliberative 
and non-secret admissions process was researched 
and developed by an Admissions Ad Hoc 
Committee and approved by the membership.

“Two excellent projects, Teen Court and 
Hearthstone, were developed which still impact 
our community today.” Highlights were the 
“development of Project Council and the addition 
of Headquarters Expansion Chairman as a Board 
position.”

Susie Evans
1986-1987

Ruth S. Bell
1987-1988

The highlight of my presidency was having Barbara 
Bush speak to the membership on her life as the 
wife of a vice-president. Teen Court began in the 
fall of my Presidency.

Being president afforded me the opportunity to 
watch members develop their leadership potential. 
When those skills translate into meaningful 
community projects, the quality of life in our 
community is enhanced for us all.
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Helen Shelton
1996-1997

Karen Winkler
1997-1998

Lauren Aldridge
1999-2000

Vicki Donnell
1994-1995

Nancy Myers
1995-1996

Most transforming during my term as President was 
the creation and implementation of the Strategic 
Plan. The League’s Vision Statement ‘Hand in 
hand, we build a better Midland’ was developed 
and unanimously approved by the membership. 
The most notable event of the year was the 
implementation of the Festival of Trees fundraiser 
that was held in conjunction with the 44th annual 
Charity Ball in November of 1994. The Festival 
of Trees generated tremendous publicity for the 
League regarding our efforts in the community and 
laid the groundwork for the future JLM projects to 
impact Midland in endeavors only dreamed of in 
the past.

Highlights: “The development of a Strategic Plan 
for the League with implementation of goals: 
1. Adopted our first ‘focus area’ -  Strengthening 
the Family. 2. Streamlining and restructuring 
of the organization into the Leadership Team 
concept. 3. Encouraged our overall focus back out 
into the community rather than in-League.”

It was our first year to operate under a Leadership 
Team structure. All General Meetings were held at 
night. Prospective member age increased from 40 
to 45 years, and the age to remain active increased 
from 45 to 50 years.” Projects? “The two projects 
which I feel had the greatest impact were Teen 
Court and Rainbows/Spectrum.”

During my term, we tried to make General 
Meetings more relaxed and comfortable. I think 
members enjoyed coming to the meetings and 
interest was increased. Adopt a Caseworker and 
the Rainbow Room were wonderful programs. Our 
involvement in Blitz Build was truly rewarding and 
of lasting impact in the community. We sponsored 
a house for a single mother and her three children, 
giving $30,000, and supplying a team of League 
members in the construction. The League 
also provided food and beverage service to the 
hundreds of community volunteers who helped on 
the Blitz Build project.

Our theme for the year was “Time Well Spent,” 
so we tried to find the best way for every League 
member to use her skills, talents, and time in a 
positive manner on behalf of the League and our 
enormously ambitious and successful community 
projects. One of the highlights in this League year 
was the inauguration of the Sustainer of the Year 
and Hand in Hand awards. Barbara Allen, who was 
Sustaining Advisor and Decorations Chairman 
of our 49th Charity Ball, was named the first 
Sustainer of the Year, and Cheryl True was the 
recipient of the first Hand in Hand award.

Siri Langston
2000-2001

Our theme was “The Puzzle”, which symbolized 
how all of the pieces of our lives fit together. This 
puzzle piece was a visual of how our home life 
together with our personal, work, and volunteer 
life ALL fit together. At this time, the Museum of 
the Southwest was opening the new planetarium, 
and my mother in law, Joanne Langston, was one of 
the people that was instrumental in getting funding 
and even helped with their first art exhibit. We held 
a monthly meeting there as a show of support.

Jayne Junell
2001-2002

Nancy Pannell
2002-2003
2003-2004

Liz Sevcik
2004-2005

Great women, great friendships, successful 
projects, community involvement. These 
are constants in every year of Junior League 
membership. Mentioning just one or two doesn’t 
do credit to all the rest. But attending the AJLI 
conference in New York City for its 100th 
anniversary was unique and special. I am grateful 
to JLM for providing me with the  opportunities to 
travel to conferences across the country, meeting 
smart people and learning so much.

During the 2002-2003 year, we had an unexpected 
move by our President-Elect, Marie Campbell, and 
I was asked to serve a second term as President. 
In those years, the membership worked at both 
the 52nd and 53rd Charity Balls and the 2nd and 
3rd Guys, Gals, and Gunslingers Clay Shoots. In 
addition, we created an Ad Hoc Committee named 
the New Fundraiser Committee that focused on 
creating and sustaining new ways to help fund the 
Junior League and its projects each year. In 2002, 
the Junior League of Midland began two new and 
exciting projects to add to the other community 
placements: Scholarship Clearinghouse and Suits 
with Skills. We were focused on the future while 
honoring the past.

During this fifty-fifth year of service, “Hand in 
Hand, We Built a Better Midland” we launched 
a third fund-raiser, the first Spring Fling, along 
with our existing Charity Ball and Clay Shoot. 
It was a great success! Not only did we increase 
fundraising revenue, but we created an awareness 
among our membership to build our Endowment 
Fund. The profits from our Endowment Fund 
would maintain our JLM headquarters for years to 
come. Fundraising, cost reduction, endowment 
awareness, and most importantly community 
impact was our focus. Kids on the Block, Blitz 
Build, Scholarship Clearinghouse, Suits with 
Skills, Bedside Buddies, and our Next-to New shop 
contributed countless hours of service to those in 
need. However, with all of our successes, lifelong 
friendships and camaraderie with the women that 
carry our banner remain the most vivid memory of 
my year as President of the JLM.

Shari Koziol
1988-1989

Rhonda Durham
1989-1990

Cyn Choate
1990-1991

Connie Ladd
1991-1992

The priority ‘business of the day’ was the initiation 
of our Capital Campaign to fund the construction 
of our fine Junior League Headquarters. An 
enormous sum was pledged and donated that year, 
ensuring that the project would become a reality.

Placements began in 1992 included Opportunity 
Knocks/Done in a Day, PPALS, and Texas 
Scholars. In May of 1992, the new, expanded 
Headquarters was officially opened.

The Junior League is an incubator for leadership. 
We train our members how to serve and by serving, 
how to lead. Our impact is our shared commitment 
to volunteerism and the training that we are given 
to act upon it effectively in the community.

We spent a great deal of my term making 
adjustments to the new Headquarters- we fleshed 
out policies and procedures for rentals, community 
usage, non-profit usage and our own usage. We 
had the last of the construction and landscaping 
refinements to deal with. (My girls and I actually 
spent many evenings that summer prior to the 
landscaping team coming on board picking weeds 
in the front!) We also voted in, after many months 
of research and conversation, the Festival of Trees 
project with a 60% approval.

The highlight of my term was helping the Junior 
League complete the final phase of the Capital 
Campaign for the new Headquarters. In my mind, 
the Headquarters is the brick and mortar hub that 
binds the community project spokes and helps the 
Junior League turn towards the new millennium.

A very real highlight of this year was the March 
General Meeting. It was the official celebration of 
our Birthday year, and it began in the loveliest way 
with a luncheon to honor our Charter Members 
and Past Presidents. There are no words to 
describe the pride felt when we presented a total 
of $100,000 to 13 community agencies whose 
restricted budgets did not allow for new programs 
or equipment they needed.

Robin (Hightower) Thomas
1992-1993

Anne Hover
1993-1994
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Luanne Thornton
2005-2006

Melissa Ware
2006-2007

We were a small, but mighty group at just 100 
Active members. Even with a smaller membership 
we still completed all placements, projects and 
events including Clay Shoot, Buckshot Bash and 
Spring Fling.

We launched the League’s first website, joining the 
21st century! 2005-2006 was spent building and 
preparing the organization to flourish in the years 
to come. We prepared the League to shift to a new 
management system so the leadership could more 
efficiently train members and serve the community. 
We gave a fond farewell to Next-To-New and 
Charity Ball. Provisionals were then allowed to 
create new and exciting ways to learn and serve. All 
the members of the League seized the opportunity 
to change and grow with the times by creating 
a new fundraiser the next year. It was a year of 
change and growth for everyone. We embraced our 
traditions of training volunteers and being leaders 
in the community without being bound by the past, 
which allowed us to move forward.

Shawnna Boren
2007-2008

Kim Sowders
2008-2009

Karmen Bryant
2009-2010

Continuing with our “small, but wonderfully 
mighty” membership mentality, we ended the 
year with 114 Active members. Highlighting 
the year was the work of the Project, Research 
& Development Committee creating two new 
community placements that were voted into 
Membership with resounding success. “Run Like 
a Girl” and “Family First” were “birthed” and now 
11 years later, “Face the Race,” formally “Run like 
a Girl,” has grown into all four MISD Junior High 
Schools, continuing to empower teenage girls’ 
mental and physical well being across Midland! 
I was blessed to have witnessed amazing women 
continue to serve their community.

We celebrated JLM’s 60th birthday during that 
year and, under the leadership of Joan Baskin, 
kicked off Midland Vision 20/20, a community 
planning task force which eventually led to the 
creation of the Wagner Noel Performing Arts 
Center. Face the Race began that year as well. As 
usual, our membership operated like a well-oiled 
machine, allowing us to maximize the positive 
impact we had on the Midland community. 

One of many great highlights during my term was 
the focus on the newly formed Endowment Fund 
through the Permian Basin Area Foundation. An 
ad-hoc committee was formed and the ‘Building 
for the Future’ campaign was born. Through this 
endowment, built by the generosity of numerous 
donors, the Junior League can fund building and 
maintenance needs while focusing fundraising 
dollars on community projects.

Anita Gamertsfelder
2010-2011

Cari Chaplin
2011-2012

Sarah Lauritzen
2012-2013

The first Shotguns & Stilettos fundraiser took place 
in 2012. This event represented the combination 
of several fundraisers and was successful in its 
first year. We also celebrated the 25th anniversary 
of the JLM building. We began the Endowment 
Campaign that year to coincide with the building 
anniversary. We expanded the Suits with Skills 
placement and created a new Public Relations 
position. There was also an ad hoc committee that 
created the Second Tuesday Club for Sustainers.

The year was full of growth. As the League 
membership continued to grow by leaps and 
bounds, we had to buy more chairs so everyone 
could have a seat at the General Meetings. We no 
longer could all fit in Mabee Hall with tables and 
chairs. It was exciting! This was also the year we 
started the Second Tuesday Club for Sustaining 
Members. We spent the year focusing on Project, 
Research and Development looking for new ideas 
and growing some of our placements. We also 
made a huge decision purchasing Digital Cheetah 
and moved into a more digital friendly League.

The highlight for this year was reaching out to 
others with service to our community through the 
programs: Suits with Skills (Safe Place and Midland 
Fair Havens), Face the Race, Family First and 
Scholarship Clearinghouse. We also completed 
the work on the gutters and drains after the roof 
flooded!

Michelle Dinger
2014-2015

Jennifer Yeager
2013-2014

This year we celebrated 65 years of service to our 
community. We launched our first interactive 
website, Digital Cheetah. We re-partnered with 
past JLM projects to create Hope Works at Rays of 
Hope and Kids First at Centers for Children and 
Families. We voted to change our focus area from 
Family Education to an issue- based community 
impact statement: Keeping kids in school, every 
age, every stage. We brought back the Advisory 
Planning Committee and split Nominating and 
Placement into two committees again. 2013-2014 
laid the ground work for several new projects that 
would be initiated the following year.

My term as President was an exciting year of growth 
for the League. Two new community projects were 
implemented: Volunteers in Midland and Reading 
Olympics. Face the Race also expanded to serve all 
four junior high schools. All these projects have 
continued to grow and expand in the past five years. 
A new fundraiser, the Next to New Rummage Sale 
was held in October of 2014 to great success. The 
Rummage Sale has been held every other year since 
2014, bringing in much needed revenue for the 
League. I am honored to have served as President 
and feel blessed by the time I spent serving the 
Midland community.

Elizabeth Maybin
2017-2018

The highlight of my presidency was having Laura 
Bush as our Annual Fundraiser Shotguns & 
Stilettos Annual Luncheon speaker. IMPACT 
began in the fall of my presidency at Midland 
Freshman High School.

Myndi Easter
2018-2019

Expanded IMPACT at both MISD Freshman 
schools. Members voted and Nominating 
Committee will become a single placement next 
year. Went very digital this year with all the menu 
tracking through Digital Cheetah. Voted in new 
Pink Pantry project which will start in Fall of 2019. 
Voted to add Fundraising Vice President in the 
2020-2021 League year. Welcomed George 
W. Bush as the Shotguns and Stilettos Annual 
Luncheon speaker as part of the completely sold 
out three-day event for Shotguns & Stilettos. 
Celebrating 70 years of service through the year 
by volunteering and collecting items for additional 
organizations in the community. Will complete the 
year with over 18,000 hours of community service.

Leaf Faller
2015-2016

Elizabeth Hartman
2016-2017

For years our League had a single board, who 
handled all the governance and management of 
the League. In the spring of 2016, the members of 
our League voted to split the current style of Board 
into a Governing Board and a Management Board. 
The second major change for our League voted on 
the same spring, was a change to a point system for 
managing the requirements of all Active members. 
This process was designed to streamline and clarify 
the obligations each individual has for Active 
membership. This system allowed each member 
more flexibility in completing her obligations.

I think the highlight of my term would be 
transitioning to the current governing structure. 
A lot of time, effort, research, and collaboration 
took place in order for us to transition and 
implement a different way we governed ourselves. 
It was very rewarding to see others take charge of 
their placements. I truly feel that the Board and 
Management structure empowers our members 
and creates stronger leaders.



Junior League Retrospective:
A Look Back and Inside of 70 Years of Service

Junior League Retrospective:
A Look Back and Inside of 70 Years of Service

12   Tumbleweed
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Editor’s Note: In 1999, the Junior League of Midland celebrated 50 years of service in Midland. As part 
of its festivities, the League published a detailed history of the first 50 years. We reprint this retrospective 
below for your reading enjoyment. Special thanks to Anne Mouton, Karmen Bryant, and Leaf Faller for 

this work in updating this history to include our work and activities over the last twenty years. 

The First DecadeThe First Decade
 The year was 1949.  People were optimistic about their future, new 
houses were built across the country, and new inventions to make 
it easier to enjoy the “good life” found their way into American 
households.  General Motors made corporate history by announcing 
its biggest dividend ever.  Television and 45rpm records were the hot 
items on the market, and a new Cadillac sold for $2833. 

That January, a group of women realizing the need to organize 
community volunteers met to form the Midland Service League.  They 
shared a common purpose, “To foster among its members, interest 
in social, economic, educational, cultural and civic conditions of 
the community, and to endeavor to make efficient their volunteer 
service.”  Second Annual Report of the Midland Service League.

The Midland Service League quickly established a foundation for 
community service that would have far-reaching effects on the 
community.

The first project of the Midland Service League was a central index 
file to be used by the following agencies:  The American Red Cross, 
The Children’s Service League, Midland County Child Welfare Unit, 
Salvation Army, Midland County and Midland-Ector-Howard County 
Health Unit.  This project was completed in 1949.

An early project was the Children’s Story Hour held every Saturday 
morning at the Midland County Library.  The purpose of this project 
was to show children the endless possibilities available to them 
through reading.  Support for this project continued until 1978.

The Midland Service League saw a need to provide cultural 
opportunities for school age children and began assisting the 
Children’s Theatre of the Midland Community Theatre.  Members 
worked on sets and costumes for such productions as “Aladdin,” 
“Tom Sawyer,” “Heidi,” “Daniel Boone,” “The Emperor’s New 
Clothes,” and “The Return of Rip Van Winkle.”  These productions 
were presented for all children in the Midland schools free of charge.  
In 1957-1958, the Midland Service League also furnished the new 
Children’s Theatre building.  Midland Community Theatre and the 
League joined in cooperative efforts for nearly forty years.

The Latin American Youth Center was the third large project for the 
Midland Service League.  Square dances were held in Juarez Hall for 
the youth once a week.  Due to space constraints the project was then 
moved to the Catholic Parish Hall where League members provided 
ping pong tables, jigsaw puzzles and magazine racks for the young 
people to enjoy.

The philosophy of all Junior Leagues is to turn over projects to the 
community once the project has become firmly established.  The 
process to turn a project over to the community starts with research 
to see if there is interest within another agency for the program.  The 
Latin American Youth Center was the first League project to be 
turned over to the community.  After this project was researched, 
Community Chest took over the project, and the name was changed 
to Guadalupe Youth Center.

A second League project found a new home in the community during 
1950-51 when the Hospital Library Cart was turned over to the 
Auxiliary of Midland Memorial Hospital.

A library was set up at the Air Terminal, which was open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 2:00pm to 5:00pm and Saturday mornings from 
9:30am to 12:30pm.  The Library at the Terminal was turned over to 
the Terminal PTA on October 1, 1951.

For many of us the 1960s were quite a change from the prosperity following 
World War II.  It was a decade wrought with impact on the way we view the 
world today.  The world was filled with conflict, and Midland was affected by 
the change and influences of those times.  Even so, that tumultuous decade 
did not stop the women of Midland, especially those in the Junior Welfare 
League, from getting involved in the community to create goodwill.

John F. Kennedy provided leadership in the development of the Peace Corps.  
Martin Luther King, Jr. made great strides toward racial equality.  Who will 
ever forget that first televised Lunar Landing, the culmination of 20 years 
of research and engineering by the talented scientists at NASA?  We must 
also remember the hours of service to our community in the 60s that put 
Midland’s Junior Welfare League on the map during that time.

Affiliation with the Association of Junior Leagues of America had always been 
a goal of the Junior Welfare League of Midland.  On May 28, 1959, word 
was received that the application for membership in AJLA had been “viewed 
favorably by the Admissions Committee.”  Mrs. Billie Hunt stated in her 
annual report, “On November 28, 1959, it was a pleasure to mail eighteen 
pounds of typewritten copies of fifty pages each of answers to ten question 
of the Second Informational Questionnaire to The Association of Junior 
Leagues of America, Inc.”  At last, in December 1960, the first inspection 
visit was granted by the AJLA.  An orientation visit was conducted in 1961 
and a report of the Orientation Course was sent to AJLA.  In 1962, a follow-
up visit by AJLA brought this group of ladies closer to their goal.  October 
20, 1962, the final AJLA inspection involved introductions of the inspectors 
to all the board and general membership through meetings and social 
gatherings.  Word arrived by telegram on a cold, snowy day to inform the 
group of their acceptance into the Association of Junior Leagues of America.  
Many years of training and hard work allowed these ladies’ acceptance by 
the Association of Junior Leagues of America to become the 206th Junior 
League, the Junior League of Midland, Inc. on February 3, 1964.

In the world, many events marked the shift of the world’s former propriety to 
a more free, liberated view.  Publishers and producers of all kinds began to 
express their freedom of press.  More women worked outside of the home, 
but they still took leadership roles in the community both with pay and as 
volunteers.

The Junior Welfare League volunteers made an agreement with the Midland 
Symphony Association to sponsor five Youth Symphony concerts in 1959-
1960 at a cost of $1500.  In 1964, a working committee from the newly 
formed Symphony Guild worked in conjunction with the League on the 
concerts.  With their help, the program began to expand even more.
     
The newssheet became the TUMBLEWEED MAGAZINE in 1961-62, and 
advertising was sold.  It kept the membership informed of upcoming events.  
A “Polaroid” camera was purchased for picture-taking.

The Junior Film Club was established in 1960.  A series of five teen 
educational and cultural films were presented to fourth grade students 
and above.  It was presented in conjunction with the Community Theatre 
using their facilities, auditorium, and projector.  It was a self-sustaining 
project since proceeds from the ticket sales covered all costs.  Films such as 
“National Velvet” were shown.  After a few years, the format was changed 
to Junior Matinees and emphasis shifted to live entertainment supplemented 
by movies.  In 1968, the Pickwick Players group was begun at the Theatre.

In 1961-62, the Junior Welfare League sponsored the first Student Art 
Festival in conjunction with Midland public schools and the City Council 
P.T.A.  This became one of the League’s most popular cultural endeavors 
in the community.  The festival’s purpose was to encourage students’ effort 
in the field of art.

A fifteen-minute radio program, “Books Bring Adventure,” a recording by 
Gloria Chandler, was aired each Wednesday morning September through 
April in the Midland Public Schools.

Members of the Midland Service League realized the need for quality child 
care for working mothers.  Research was conducted during the spring and 
summer of 1951, and in November a state-licensed day care facility was 
opened serving families with children from two to six years of age.

 A sewing group was formed in 1950-1951 to make layettes for the City and 
County Health Department to give to indigent families with newborns.  The 
layette sets consisted of four binders, three shirts, three dozen diapers and 
three safety pins.  In the late 50’s, the League was providing as many as 60 
to 72 layette sets per year. 

On January 7, 1951, nearly three years to the day of their first organizational 
meeting, the Midland Children’s Clinic was opened, with the Pediatric 
Association of Midland providing the attending physicians.  A different 
physician was assigned to work each Tuesday afternoon.  In its first year of 
operation, fifty underprivileged children received a free exam at the Clinic.  
This effort was sponsored in conjunction with the Children’s Service League.

It didn’t take long for the community to seek out the Midland Service League 
for volunteer assistance.  In 1950-1951, the League assisted the first 
Midland Public School nurse with eye exams for every child in school.

In 1954, the name of the organization was changed to the Junior Welfare 
League of Midland.

The Children’s Dental Clinic opened on June 9, 1954, providing dental care 
to all preschool and school age children who could not afford to see a private 
dentist.  Community dentists donated their time on a rotating basis in order 
to staff the clinic.  Again, in the Junior League philosophy, this project was 
turned over to Casa de Amigos, with the League providing financial support 
through 1998.  

In 1954, the League agreed to finance the creation of a ten-bed isolated 
Pediatric Ward at Midland Memorial Hospital for $5000.  Through the 
Memorial Fund established by the League during the first decade, equipment 
was donated to the hospital such as an incubator, bronchoscopic operating 
set, transfusion set, and oxygen tent.

A new project in 1955-1956 was the undertaking of the Directory for 
Community Services, which assisted the welfare and service agencies in 
the county.  This publication was distributed to all agencies, schools and 
organizations advising of the various services available in the community.  

Realizing the possibilities that the new medium of television would have as an 
educational tool, the Midland Service League and the Odessa Service League 
sponsored a series of six television shows, “Focus on Youth.” 

On May 27, 1958, the League voted to accept the Family Counseling Service 
as its new project.  This project was staffed by a trained counselor.  Family 
Counseling Service (now Centers for Children and Families) was governed 
by a board of twenty-one people from the community, with five of those board 
members being League members.

Early on, the League realized that there were programs in the community that 
needed extra financial support in order to be successful.  Two of the earliest 
vehicles for raising money for community programs in the League were Next-
to-New Shop and Charity Ball, both of which still exist today.

The Second Decade
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 Growth in members, in meeting space, and financial base; the Bicentennial 
celebration; and the 25-year anniversary of the Junior League of Midland, 
Inc. were important events in the 1970s.  The earth and the environment 
were important issues in the world during the 70s.

Many things were happening in the 70s with JLM, and the membership 
was increasing each year.  In 1970-71, the League gave the Chamber of 
Commerce $10,000 to help produce a film on the advantages of living in 
Midland.  “Land of the High Sky” was produced in cooperation with the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Midland Board of Realtors with the help of 
the Junior League.  This film was used to promote Midland as a great city in 
which to live and work in an effort to help attract industry here.  At this time, 
$30,000 was also allocated to establish a Volunteers in Midland program 
that was launched as a project in 1971.  Newspaper, radio, and television 
were used to educate the public of our need for volunteers in the community.  
In December 1972, VIM received the Bronze Hope Chest Award from the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Foundation for outstanding service to Multiple 
Sclerosis.

A 760-square foot addition was made to the Next-to-New Shop to provide a 
much-needed storage closet for League project items.  During the 70s, the 
League continued to conduct committee and board meetings at the Museum 
of the Southwest as well as maintaining office space there.  League members 
were docenting at the museum, and ground was broken in 1971-72 for a 

The Fourth Decade
The decade of the “eighties” was one of tremendous growth within 
the Junior League of Midland’s commitment to themselves and 
the community. Many significant events occurred during this time 
span.  The 1980s saw women taking on many new challenges in the 
workforce, too.

One goal of JLM was to relocate the League Headquarters to 902 
W. Dengar by September 1980.  Up until this time, the Museum 
of the Southwest had shared their facility with the League.  All 
committee meetings were held in members’ homes or at the 
museum.  General Meetings were held at Theatre Midland.  The 
existing service facility served as a storage warehouse, so it was 
remodeled into the Headquarters by converting a portion of it into 
a meeting room and an office for the Junior League.  The cost of 
constructing the new Headquarters was paid for by donations from 
League members, mainly Sustainers, without using any community 
fundraising revenues.  By late August, it was operational.  By 1988, 
JLM had already outgrown the new facility and research began on a 
Headquarters Expansion plan.  

As the League approached their 30th Anniversary in 1979, plans 
for a creative playground became the focus of the newly formed Park 
Development Committee.  A gift of $30,000 was allocated for the 
construction and installation of Tumbleweed Park.  Matching funds 
for a shade ramada, benches, and additional landscaping were sought. 
Groundbreaking for the eight acre children’s creative playground 
took place on July 23, 1981, on the city owned Windlands Park 
site.  In addition, plans were made for a parcourse jogging and 
fitness track.  This committee worked with the Parks and Recreation 
Department, the City Council of Midland, and the FAA to gain 
permission to develop the park.

In September 1985, “Kids on the Block” began its first year.  In 
September, each committee member selected a handicap that she 
was to research and received the puppet representing the handicap.  
A script that would teach MISD second graders about different 
handicaps was studied.  It was later switched to fourth graders due to 
the understanding of the subject matter.  The performance consisted 
of three scripts, a question/answer session, and activities dealing 
with each handicap.

“Teen Court began as a dream in 1985” according to Margaret 
Wade.  The City of Midland, County of Midland, and Midland 
Independent School District were approached to join in a coalition to 
support this project.  All entities pledged their support.  After a year 
of research, the Teen court Coordinator began work in June 1986.  
The summer was spent readying the Teen Court office located in 
the County Annex; designing the printing forms and brochures; and 
training teen attorneys, clerk, and bailiffs with the help of the Midland 
County Young Lawyer’s Association.  Teen court started with only 
Class C misdemeanors and limited traffic cases.  By the end of its first 
year, it was granted jurisdiction over increased traffic cases and drug 
cases.  This project filled a great need in the community’s juvenile 
justice system.

A task force was formed to find a solution to the problem of homeless 
and abused children.  The Junior League of Midland, Inc. First 
Baptist Church of Midland, and many other community leaders 
determined that there was a tremendous need for an Emergency 
Shelter for neglected children in this area.  A coalition was formed 
by our Junior League and Texas Baptist Children’s Homes to create 
Hearthstone.  

Hearthstone is still going strong today. It is a beautiful two-story 
facility that resembles any other residence from the outside.  It is 
completely furnished and decorated to provide a comfortable living 
environment for the children placed there.  The home provides 
immediate care for children removed from their family situation in 
order to provide a safe environment in a home-like setting.  Children 
throughout the West Texas area are cared for here.  Hearthstone is 
licensed to take 12 children for emergency care at any one time.  It 
is staffed by two sets of Houseparents that alternate every seven days.  
This emergency shelter was dedicated January 21, 1986.  The Junior 
League of Midland, Inc. and First Baptist Church of Midland presented 
the deed to a debt-free facility to Texas Baptist Children’s Home.

The Fourth DecadeMany of Midland’s most prestigious institutions that we enjoy today were 
founded in the 60s.  One of these is the Museum of the Southwest which was 
officially opened March 15, 1966, at 3203 W. Wall St.  The establishment 
of this facility resulted from the work of the museum’s Board of Trustees 
and the Junior League of Midland.  Initial funding of the museum came from 
donations and a $55,000 pledge from the League.  The Trustees approved 
the use of museum space for the first League “office.”  The museum grew 
rapidly and gained broad community acceptance.  In 1968, the museum was 
moved to the Juliette and Fred Turner, Jr. home.  At that time, hostessing at 
the museum was turned over to Las Manos.

The Permian Basin Petroleum Museum is another of Midland’s jewels.  
It showcases the oil industry, the industry of the Permian Basin that was 
contributing to Midland’s prosperity.  The Abell-Hanger Foundation helped 
launch the museum through gracious donations.  

Throughout the 60s, Midland continued to thrive and prosper from its 
oil industry and citizens were concerned about the welfare of others.  By 
improving the community and providing cultural events and establishments, 
these groups believed Midland would become a better place.  The Junior 
League of Midland poured volunteer hours into the community.

Children’s Theater presentations included “Tom Sawyer,” “Hansel & 
Gretel,” “Marco Polo,” “Alice in Wonderland,” “Wizard of Oz,” and 
“Rapunzel & the Witch.”  After sixteen years, the price of performances 
was raised from 10¢ to 25¢.  Children’s Story Hour was expanded in 1961 
to include original puppet shows.  Its purpose was to stimulate preschool 
children with good children’s literature and to acquaint them with use of the 
library.  These projects, along with the fast growth of the Next-to-New Shop, 
horse show sponsorships, sewing receiving blankets for new mothers coming 
out of the hospital, as well as the Dental Clinic and various other clinics at 
Midland Memorial Hospital all made the members of the Junior League of 
Midland highly respected members of our community.

Volunteers elected to wear uniforms.  Blue and white striped uniforms were 
to be worn as a visual aid in making the community aware of the contribution 
of JLM members. 

In March of 1961, Mrs. Sara Lindsey, the second vice president of the AJLA 
visited the Junior Welfare League in preparation for an invitation for the 
group to become a member of the national organization, AJLA.  She told the 
founding members of the Junior League of Midland that the “strength of our 
organization depends on the full and loyal participation of each individual.  
The goal is to strive for is personal excellence with steadfastness of purpose 
and faith in ourselves and each other.  This is the inner satisfaction of being 
among those who make things happen.”  How true that is for us today.  Our 
past is what has given us this firm foundation on which to go into the next 
century, no matter how challenging it may be.

The Third Decade

planetarium.  That year JLM also furnished a Play Therapy Room at the 
Mental Health-Mental Retardation Center as a memorial in honor of Mrs. 
Paxton Howard, the first president of the Junior Welfare League of Midland.  

Inflation hit and dues were raised to $30 in 1973.  The 70s saw the age 
for sustaining members being raised from 32 to 3, and the fiscal year was 
changed from April 1 to June 1.  JLM gave many substantial gifts to the 
community in the 1970s:  Refurbish Museum of the Southwest Board 
Room- $3,700; Chamber of Commerce Film titled “Land of the High 
Sky”- $10,000; Establish Volunteers in Midland (VIM)- $30,000; Midland 
Memorial Hospital To Purchase Equipment- $33,000; 25 Year Anniversary 
Gift to Midland College- $7,000; Bicentennial Gift History of Midland 
exhibit at the Museum of the Southwest- $3,816; Partners in Reading 
program MISD- $30,000.  
     
The Junior League of Midland, Inc. celebrated it’s 25th anniversary, and 
gave a gift of $7,000 to furnish the Learning Resource Center at Midland 
College in 1974 with 15-20 study units.  A new community-wide self-help 
project, Christmas in October, was also supported by the League at this time.  
Lunch was provided by JLM for the workers in the project.  During 1975, 
the League placed docents at the Permian Basin Petroleum Museum.  MISD 
fifth grade students were taken on tours of the museum’s exhibits.  The Sara 
Woolridge Clinic was established in September 1975 by the League with the 
cooperation of Midland Memorial Hospital.  The purpose of the clinic was to 
provide affordable physical therapy to Multiple Sclerosis patients and victims 
of other diseases requiring therapy in the Permian Basin area.

JLM’s Bicentennial gift to the community was a history of Midland exhibit at 
the Museum of the Southwest.  The League also participated in Midland’s 
Bicentennial Celebration by selling Junior League cookbooks, lemonade, 
and peanuts at the July 4th Fun A’Fair.  The net profit of $1,760 was donated 
to the American Revolution Bicentennial Commission of Midland.

In December 1976, the Next-to-New Shop sponsored “Saturday Morning 
at the Movies,” a children’s matinee at the Hodge Theatre, with admission to 
the movie being a toy donation for the Next-to-New Christmas Boutique.  In 
1977, JLM purchased 2,135 acres in north Midland from the City of Midland 
for $10,765 which is currently the location of the JLM headquarters.  Plans 
were made to build a storage and work area with enough property for 
buildings of future projects.  The League also hired a part-time secretary.  
In 1978, $30,000 was allocated to build a League service facility (currently 
the warehouse portion of headquarters) which would provide storage and 
working space.  That year, members working at the Next-to-New Shop 
greatly appreciated the installation of heating and air conditioning units.

Throughout the 1970s, JLM served in many community projects that were 
divided into two areas:  Community Arts and Health and Welfare.  The 
projects under community arts included:  Story Hour, Children’s Theatre, 
Puppets, Museum of the Southwest, Student Art Festival, and the Petroleum 
Museum.  The projects under health and welfare included:  Children’s Dental 
Clinic, Directory of Community Services, Film Service, Tape Lending 
Library, and the Midland Children’s Diagnostic Clinic.

In 1977-1978, Story Hour was turned over to the Junior Women’s Club.  
JLM also endorsed the goals of the Midland Alliance group of citizens serving 
MISD.  These goals were to insure a safe and orderly transition to the court 
ordered integration plan, and the creation of additional programs in the 
schools to insure educational excellence.  In May of 1977, $30,000 was 
used to start a Partners in Reading program with MISD.  MISD administered 
the reading assessment program to determine which children were reading 
below grade level.  Packets were assembled and distributed for use by 
parents to tutor these children.  The following year an additional $25,000 
commitment expanded the program.  A pilot educational and supportive 
program at the City-County Health Department’s Perinatal Clinic was 
launched.  JLM agreed to pay the salary of a social worker to work with clinic 
patients, and League members would teach health education classes.

The Charity Ball and the Next-to-New shop continued to be the major 
sources of raising funds.  Charity Ball netted over $250,000 during the 
1970s to fund community projects.  The Next-to-New shop raised over 
$175,000.  For the League’s 30th anniversary, a gift to the City of Midland 
in 1979, $30,000 was allocated for a creative playground for children.

Through growth in JLM by members, community projects, and financial base, 
a difference has been made in Midland and in many lives.  JLM continues to 
live and work by enhancing our community.  

The Third Decade
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After joint meetings with the Midland Memorial Hospital Administration, 
the pediatric staff, and the Junior League, a Bedside Buddies program was 
developed.  JLM would provide volunteers to conduct a supportive program 
for assisting parents and their children in the pediatric wing of Midland 
Memorial Hospital beginning in 1986.  This committee provided craft 
projects for the children, love for the patients, or refreshments for family 
members, but most importantly they tried to bring a little “sunshine” into 
their day.  These ladies were always prepared to be creative with the children 
or share some of their time with each patient they come in contact with.  This 
program was expanded to include all terminally ill cancer patients.

The Arkansas Bear Project began in July of 1986 through a coalition formed 
by the Junior League of Midland, Inc., Hospice of Midland, and the Midland 
Community Theatre.  The goal of this project was to provide non-crisis 
education and intervention for children and caregivers regarding grief, 
death, and dying.  Midland community Theatre’s Pickwick Players performed 
the first production in July of 1988.  The play depicted a little girl mourning 
the death of her grandfather and the World’s Greatest Dancing Bear who was 
preparing for his own death.  This project provided an added comfort to many 
grieving children and taught a way of learning to cope with their grief.

In response to the membership’s desire to develop a children’s “hands-on” 
experience museum, the League formed a Children’s Museum Committee 
in hopes of establishing a children’s museum.  On November 21, 1985, 
a community workshop was sponsored, and JLM found overwhelming 
interest in the project.  Fredda Turner Durham was extremely devoted 
to the educational needs of the children of Midland and donated money to 
the Museum of the Southwest to build a  children’s museum.  Construction 
began in the spring of 1988.  The Fredda Turner Durham Children’s 
Museum was opened in February of 1989.  Docented tours were conducted 
by Junior League members in the beginning years of the children’s museum.

The Dental Clinic continued to be a primary project of the League.  STAND 
TALL, an anti-substance abuse program designed for third grade students, 
was a new project in the mid-80s.  This program taught a “say no” approach 
to drugs, alcohol, and cigarettes.  The curriculum also emphasized skills to 
cope with peer pressure and self-esteem.  It was presented at MISD public 
schools and Midland’s private schools.  

The 80s led up to the ever-changing needs of our community that we still 
face today.

During the 1989-1990 year, the Junior League of Midland launched its 
“Building for a Better Midland” campaign.  After several years of planning 
for the increasing needs of the Junior League of Midland, additional office, 
meeting, and work space became a priority.  The campaign began in October 
of 1989 with a target of raising $1.2 million, ($200,000 of this sum would 
represent an operating endowment).  A challenge grant for $400,000 from 
the J.E. and L.E. Mabee Foundation was offered on the condition the balance 
of the campaign total be raised by January 10, 1991.  At the end of the year, 
donations and pledges exceeded $930,000.  A building committee worked 
with the architect, Larry Connolly and the General Contractor Campbell 
Construction to expand the existing facility to meet the growing needs of 
the JLM.  A rubber duck race, the “Fab-DUCK-ulous” Family Fun Fair, was 
held by the Headquarters Expansion Fundraising Events Committee netting 
$30,100.  The Southern Living Cooking School was co-sponsored with the 
Midland Reporter-Telegram with proceeds of $2,000.  The Next-to-New 
shop and Charity Ball each generated more money for the Junior League than 
in any previous year.

According to Mrs. Cyn Choate, “The Capital Campaign for the Headquarter’s 
Expansion was completed by the January 10, 1991, grant deadline.  The 
completion was made possible through the hard work of every member of the 
Junior League, the generosity of numerous donors and foundations, and two 
special fundraising events that dutifully proved the sincerity of the League’s 
intention to expand.”  A Groundbreaking Ceremony was held in February 
1991 to publicly announce the expansion project.  On May 15, 1992, the 
formal dedication and grand opening was held.

In 1991, the Junior League donated manpower and $10,000 to the 
Objectives 2000 report, a worthwhile guide to the future of Midland.  
A donation of $20,000 was given to the Midland County Library’s 
Expansion Project to be used in the children’s wing.  The following year 
saw the beginning of Opportunity Knocks and PPALS (Preparing Pregnant 
Adolescents in Life Skills).

The Junior League donated $2,000 to the Confederate Air Force, as a 
support expense, for their “Foot Locker” program.  This was also the first 
year for the Funds for Community Assistance program.

After 40 years of volunteering with the Dental Clinic, it was allocated 
$100,000 in 1994 to be distributed over three years to allow a smooth 

The new millennium brought about great change for the Junior League 
of Midland. Next-to-New closed its doors and after fifty-three years, the 
League’s other major fundraiser Charity Ball was no longer lucrative and 
Active members looked at new and innovative ways to raise funds. As a result, 
Clay Shoot was established in 2001 and Spring Fling followed in 2004. In 
2006, the League created Buckshot Bash, a dance and dinner to celebrate 
the Clay Shoot.

Because of these new fundraising efforts, the League was able to add a 
number of new placements and community projects including Bynum 
School, Scholarship Clearinghouse, and Suits with Skills. Nancy Pannell 
served as the League’s second President to serve two-terms from 2003-
2005. Mrs. Pannell was instrumental in the creation of the League’s 

The Fifth Decade

Suits with Skills (Safe Place and Midland Fair Havens), Face the Race, 
Family First and Scholarship Clearinghouse continued as placements 
and projects during the beginning of the seventh decade. 

In 2012, the first Shotguns & Stilettos fundraiser took place. This 
event represented the combination of several fundraisers (Clay 
Shoot, Spring Fling, and Buckshot Bash) and was successful in 
its first year. We also celebrated the 25th anniversary of the JLM 
building and began a building endowment campaign, which became 
fully funded at $1,000,000 in 2015. During this League year, we 
expanded the Suits with Skills Placement and created a new public 
relations position. There was also an ad hoc committee that created 
the Second Tuesday Club for Sustainers, which debuted in 2013. 

As the League membership continued to grow by leaps and bounds, 
the League had to buy more chairs so everyone could have a seat at the 
General Meetings.  The membership could no longer all fit in Mabee 
Hall. A good problem to have! During 2013, the League also went 
digital, purchasing an online membership management program, 
Digital Cheetah, and has been slowly transitioning to paperless 
operations.  

In 2014, the League celebrated 65 years of service to our community. 
We partnered with past JLM projects to create Hope Works at Rays 
of Hope and Kids First at Centers for Children and Families. During 
2014, the membership voted to change the League’s focus area from 
Family Education to an issue-based community impact statement: 
“Keeping kids in school, every age, every stage.” The Advisory 
Planning Committee was resurrected as a placement and the Board 
voted to split nominating and placement into two committees again. 

During the 2014-2015 League year two new community projects 
were implemented: Volunteers in Midland, which provides League 
members to area nonprofits for short-term projects and Reading 
Olympics. Face the Race was expanded to serve all four junior high 
schools. The Next to New Rummage Sale debuted in October of 
2014 to great success and has been held every other year since 2014, 
bringing in much needed revenue for the League.
 
For years our League had a single board of directors, who handled 
both governance and overseeing daily operations of the League.  
In the spring of 2016, the membership voted to split the oversight 
duties of the Board into a governance Board and a Management 
team.  The Board and Management structure has empowered more 
members to become nonprofit leaders. During 2016, the League 
also adopted a point system for managing the requirements of Active 
members.  The change was designed to streamline and clarify the 
obligations for active membership and to allow more flexibility in a 
member completing her obligations.

A new placement IMPACT began in the fall of 2017 at Midland 
Freshman High School and expanded to Lee Freshman High School 
in Fall 2018. In Spring 2019, the League adopted a new project – 
Pink Pantry, which will provide feminine hygiene products to at-risk 
girls at several MISD campus beginning in Fall 2019. Also in Fall 
2019, Suits with Skills will move from Safe Place of the Permian 
Basin to Centers for Children and Families. 

The League continued to make changes to its structure and 
operations to become remain relevant in women’s lives. In 2018-
2019, members voted and changed the Nominating Committee 
become a full-time, single Placement beginning in the following 
year. In 2019, League voted to add a Fundraising Vice President 
to the Management team starting in the 2020-2021 League Year. 
Continuing its efforts to going paperless, the League’s final year to 
produce an annual yearbook is 2019. 

As the League approached in 70th year of service in Midland, 
Shotguns & Stilettos has become the go-to spring event in the 
Midland community. In 2018, the League was honored to have 
past member and former First Lady Laura Bush as the Shotguns 
& Stilettos Annual Luncheon speaker. In 2019, former President 
George W. Bush was the featured speaker at the Shotguns & Stilettos 
Annual Luncheon. 

The Fifth Decade

The Seventh DecadeThe Seventh Decade

transition for the program to be run by Casa de Amigos.  The Senior Craft 
Fair was held at the headquarters for several years during the 90s.  Texas 
Scholars was begun as a coalition with the Chamber of Commerce, and 
their First Annual Awards Banquet was held in May 1994.  This program 
encourages all secondary students to enroll in and complete challenging 
coursework.

The Provisional class of 1993-94 undertook an immunization day, with 
its slogan, “Give Your Child a Shot of Love.”  Over 415 children were 
immunized.  This project developed into a coalition with Memorial Hospital 
and the Midland County Health Department.

In 1994-95, JLM voted to change the bylaws to eliminate Sponsor 
Workshops and to allow members the opportunity to sponsor two perspective 
members.  Then in 1996-97, the membership changed the eligibility age for 
a prospective member from 40 years to 45 years.  A sponsor sign-in was 
added for accountability purposes.  

The first annual Festival of Trees fundraising project for the Junior League 
was held in 1994.  This particular event was created for the enjoyment of 
the entire family.  The Midland Center was transformed into a holiday 
atmosphere with Christmas trees and wreaths decorated by many local 
designers as well as intricately made “gingerbread” houses.  These items and 
many more were auctioned silently.  Merchant shopping booths, children’s 
events, and Charity Ball all took place during this festive weekend which was 
held at the onset of the holiday season.  Festival of Trees was held for three 
years before the membership voted to reinstate an enhanced Charity Ball 
as the major fundraising event.  The children’s event was to continue as a 
separate event.

Rainbows/Spectrum completed its first year as a Junior League placement 
in 1995.  It served the community by providing a peer support group for 
children and adolescents who have experienced a significant loss in their 
lives.  The Junior League of Midland, Inc. with the help of Hospice of 
Midland provides this peer support program.  In the summer of 1996, JLM 
held its first summer camp for the children who had previously participated 
in the Rainbows program.

In 1995-96, a time of tremendous change began for the Junior League 
of Midland.  A goal centered approach was implemented to the strategic 
planning process.  The organizational infrastructure of the League was 
restructured to develop a day/night rotation of existing placements and 
to adopt the first focus area, “Strengthening the Family.”  The Executive 
Board and committee structure was re-organized into a Leadership team 
working under the executive board.  Leadership positions were combined 
and streamlined under new job titles to better serve the changing needs of the 
League.  Three members-at-large were elected for the first time to sit on the 
board in order to more effectively represent the desires of the membership.

The first Children’s Event was held at no cost to the public in February 
1988 with approximately 500 people in attendance.  A Joe Skruggs concert 
and children’s safety fair made the event a success.  The Junior League also 
donated in excess of $30,000 to Habitat for Humanity’s “Blitz Build ‘97” 
project in the fall of 1997.  Members participated in building the home, 
coordinating volunteers, assisting the new homeowner in decorating the 
home, and making sure all participating volunteers were fed lunch and 
provided beverages and snacks during the one week building of the “Miracle 
on Jackson Street.”

The current year, 1999, marks the 50th anniversary of the Junior League of 
Midland, Inc.  The Celebration Committee was formed to research ideas for 
giving $125,000 to the community as a gift from the Junior League.  

The 1990s altered the ways in which we communicate.  Advances in 
computer technology, fax machines, the “Internet”, websites for every 
imaginable topic, cellular phones- all these inventions became a way of life 
for everyone in the fast-paced 90s era.  When our organization first began, 
telegrams were a major source of communication and telephones were 
a relatively new form of communicating.  Typewriters were manual and 
television was black and white.  

endowment fund at the Permian Basin Area Foundation with a gift 
from Katherine Morrow. During this time, the League adopted the 
Association of Junior Leagues International’s “Women Building 
Better Communities” tagline and added AJLI’s Kids in the Kitchen 
initiative the provisional class curriculum. 

Two new community projects were added in 2008, Face the Race 
and Family First. In 2009, the League celebrated its 60th year of 
service to the community and gifted Vision 2020, a strategic plan for 
Midland’s future, to the community. 

The Sixth DecadeThe Sixth Decade



16   Tumbleweed

CELEBRATI NG  Am ber hoelsch er

Thank you, Amber,  for all you do for 
Midland and the Junior League.

We are lucky to have you!

By Shandie Wild

Amber Hoelscher graduated from Clyde High School. She then 
went on to Angelo State University pursuing a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in Psychology and Master of Science degree in Counseling 
Psychology with the intent of becoming a Licensed Professional 
Counselor. San Angelo was where Amber was introduced to 
volunteering and Junior League. Interest was sparked and Amber 
had intentions of joining a local Junior League chapter later in life. 

While finishing her graduate degree, Amber met Aaron Hoelscher. 
They married and Amber has since followed Aaron around the 
country for his profession. They have two children, Raelye, 10, 
who plays volleyball and shows goats, and Heston, 6, who spends 
his time playing tee-ball and video games. 

Currently, Amber holds licensure of Licensed Professional 
Counselor as Supervisor with Superior HealthPlan as a Behavioral 
Health Service Coordinator. In her profession, Amber assists 
members with behavioral health struggles from the comfort of 
their homes with coordination of physical and behavioral health 
services.

While living in Belton, Amber decided to join the Junior League 
of Bell County. Amber quickly found her place in Project Prom. 
In three years of working with Project Prom, Amber was able to 
increase the number of young ladies served and offer them a whole 
prom experience including dress, shoes, jewelry, makeup, salon 
services, and dinner options for prom night. Amber even secured 

3,000 dresses to be added to the closet. Amber transferred to the 
Junior League of Midland in summer 2015. Since transferring, 
Amber has found projects that help sustain the League to be most 
suited for her. 

Amber Hoelscher is currently serving in the Junior League of 
Midland as Assistant Editor of Tumbleweed. For the upcoming year 
2019-2020, she will be the Editor of Tumbleweed. This will mark 
Amber’s third year on the Tumbleweed committee. She has enjoyed 
being connected in this placement with all projects and seeing 
her work and decisions in print. In the upcoming year, Amber is 
looking forward to inclusive and positive changes in Tumbleweed.



SOMETHING 
BEAUTIFUL HAS 

ARRIVED.

N O W  O P E N !

@hyacinthforthehome

Come see our inspiring 
new home at Ally Village

200 Spring Park Drive
432.684.7100
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AAs I walked into the Junior League of Midland Headquarters 
on a bright, sunny March morning, I was greeted not only 

by Jamie Goodgame, the League’s Office Manager, but a 
handful of ladies delivering food for an event that afternoon. 
In the few moments Jamie and I are exchanging introductions, 
we are arranging a catered lunch, assisting a Sustainer with 
access to the Headquarter facilities, opening the building for 
an event and answering phone calls – all at the same time. A 
pro at multitasking, Jamie says, “It’s all in a day’s work!”

Jamie has managed the Junior League of Midland office for 
close to a decade and is the go-to resource for all needs related 
to the operations of the League. Not only does she manage 
the League communication internally and externally, but she 
coordinates all Headquarter rentals and events, community 
projects, daily operations, finances, and League records. 
When asked what she enjoys most about her position at the 
League, Jamie says, “Every day there is a new project or task 
that needs to be completed - there is never a dull day which 
keeps it interesting. “

Originally from San Diego, California, Jamie met her husband, 
Chris, in Tijuana, Mexico while on a girls’ trip. At the time, 
Chris who is from Midland was actively serving in the Marines 
and Jamie thought “I finally met a real cowboy from Texas 
and I was in love.” Twenty-one years later, Jamie and Chris 
are still happily married with three children, Nathan, Timothy, 
and Paige. Nathan followed in his father’s footsteps and joined 
the military, actively serving in the Army. Timothy is a Junior 
at Midland High School who plays club soccer and plans to 
also enlist in the military. Paige is a 7th grader at San Jacinto 
Middle School, who enjoys helping Jamie run her infamous 
“Krack Corn” popcorn business. Jamie and her family enjoy 
spending time together and traveling – they are planning a trip 
this summer to Savannah, Georgia to visit their son, Nathan, as 
well as a family cruise vacation.

When asked what she considers interesting about herself 
or what her friends would say about her, Jamie is humble in 
response, “Oh, I don’t know anything that stands out.” When 
you ask her friends though an outpouring of accolades abound 
– one describes her imaginative crafting ability as a human 
Pinterest board, a very loyal friend describes another, others 
say she is kind hearted, smart, hardworking  and easygoing.

All traits that have helped her success in the League and 
benefited the League in turn. Outside of her position with 
the Junior League, Jamie runs a popcorn business with her 
daughter which she feels develops a sense of entrepreneurship 
and independence for Paige. She is the secretary and board 
member for the FC Dallas – West Texas soccer club and works 
at the Midland Rockhound games during the summer. Jamie’s 
resourcefulness, work ethic, and easy-going personality make 
her a perfect fit for the day to day demands of the Junior 
League’s office management.

In her years of service with the League, she enjoys embracing 
the new personalities and styles with the new management 
change yearly. “It keeps my job interesting to see the new 
Leadership develop their own focus for the year in an 
organization that provides a such a value to the community,” 
says Jamie.

As we finish our conversation at Headquarters, I am in awe of 
Jamie’s ability to multitask – between fielding calls, answering 
questions about renting the building, and accepting deliveries, 
she is always able to maintain a cheerful and warm disposition. 
Her hard work and dedication are invaluable to the League in 
the management of the day to day and we are fortunate to have 
Jamie as a part of our League.
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An  Interview with  Jamie GoodgameBy Jaimey Sloan





Tumbleweed would like to thank our advertisers for this year.
Without you, our publication wouldn’t be possible.

Tumbleweed is distributed both electronically and in print to over 800 current and former League members, local 

businesses, doctors’ offices, community leaders, and nonprofit organizations. Our publication covers community 

and cultural events in the Permian Basin area as well as League activities. 

In advertising with Tumbleweed, your business will gain positive exposure to the community and help support 

the League’s continued efforts in improving our community.

It is time to renew and open our pages to new advertisers.

Please email us at jlmtumbleweed@gmail.com about advertising.

We look forward to working with you!



FEBRUARY Second Tuesday club
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By Catherine Bassett

The February meeting of the Second Tuesday Club was held on February 12th at the Junior League 

of Midland Headquarters. It was chaired by Kay Baker and Edna Hibbits, and was hosted by 

Carolynn Beall, Andrea Freeman, Debby Gilliam, Julie Stevens, Schatzie Tighe, Margaret Wade, 

DeLayne Wellen, Rosemary Wright, and Iris Foster.

Attendees were treated to a delicious sandwich lunch catered and made by Kay Baker, while lovely 

edible dessert centerpieces adorned the tables, also arranged by Kay Baker. The program included 

hearing about upcoming events within the League and discussing programs for next year’s Second 

Tuesday Club meetings. Lastly, exciting door prizes at the event included gift cards to Brew Street, 

Notable, and The Botanical Boutique.

September 3, 2019
Sustainer Luncheon

October 8, 2019
Second Tuesday Club

 “Put Your Best 

FACE Forward”

with make-up artist 

Ashlee Rice

JLM Headquarters

Upcoming Events



Midland Community Theatre
Presents

July 5 - 14, 2019
Fridays & Saturdays at 7:30 PM

Sundays at 2:30 PM
For tickets go to www.mctmidland.org
Or call the box office 432-570-4111

Mid-Season Memberships on
Sale Now!

8 ADMISSIONS FOR $80

MEMBERSHIP  MILESTONES

Karmen Bryant elected 

to serve as a Class 

of 2019 Director of 

The Texas Lyceum.

Elana Ladd named 

Public Information 

Officer for Midland 

Independent 

School District.

Leah Robertson was 

recently accepted into 

Leadership Texas and 

is now Of Counsel at 

Ward and Myers

Suzy Prucka became 

Board certified in 

Criminal Appeals.



Suits  With   Skills  at Buckner By Catherine Bassett
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The Spring session of Suits with Skills at Buckner culminated in a  

graduation ceremony held at the Junior League of Midland headquarters 

on March 4th. The graduates and their guests, as well as committee members, 

were treated to an Italian buffet catered by Market Street, and an inspiring 

keynote address by Judge Sara Kate Billingsley.

Committee members this year included Katie Davis (Chairman), Jessi Pitts, Shannon Laning, Angie 

Underwood, Bonnie Strickling, Megan McGee, Marissa Diaz, Hannah Hadley, and Laura Sonnenburg.
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SUSTAI NER  and  active  SPOTLIGHTS

Mandy McCabe

Tiffany Neuschafer

Alice Friedline

Mandy grew up in East Bernard, Texas. She then attended Texas A&M in College Station. 
Mandy is married to Greg McCabe and together they have Annabelle who is 6, Gregory who 
is 4, and they also have their sweet dog Walter. Mandy loves traveling, cooking, reading and 
researching new board for her business. Mandy is the owner of Knife and Board Charcuterie 
Boards.

Mandy is currently on Nominating Committee and is also a Membership Placement Advisor, 
but in the upcoming year she is Nominating Chairman. Her favorite thing about the Junior 
League of Midland is the amazing women she has met and the friendships she has formed while 
learning how to actively serve her community. 

By Shandie Wild

Alice was born and raised in Midland, Texas. She graduated from Texas Tech University 
with a BA and a Masters in Education. She is currently retired from her career at United 
Way of Midland. Her and husband, Roger, have two sons together. They are expecting 
their first grandbaby in August. Alice enjoys traveling, reading and listening to music.

During Alice’s time as an Active with Junior League of Midland she was Chairman of 
Project Research and Development and Corresponding Secretary. Her favorite memory 
while in the League was being part of the Capital Campaign and witnessing the building 
of the new headquarters. 

Alice was born and raised in Midland, Texas. She graduated from Texas Tech University 
with a BA and a Masters in Education. She is currently retired from her career at United 
Way of Midland. Her and husband, Roger, have two sons together. They are expecting 
their first grandbaby in August. Alice enjoys traveling, reading and listening to music.

During Alice’s time as an Active with Junior League of Midland she was Chairman of 
Project Research and Development and Corresponding Secretary. Her favorite memory 
while in the League was being part of the Capital Campaign and witnessing the building 
of the new headquarters. 
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Shotguns  &  Sti lettos  201 9 By Katie McBryde

The Junior League experienced another successful year for our main fundraising event, Shotguns & Stilettos! This year featured three exciting 
events: a luncheon featuring the 43rd President of the United States, President George W. Bush, the 18th Annual Shotguns & Stilettos Clay Shoot 

and Buckshot Bash. Sharla Hotchkiss served as Honorary Chairman for our events.
 
Our Annual Luncheon was held at Midland Country Club on Thursday, March 21. Each of our 392 guests were seated at beautiful tables with stunning 
linens provided by Jeff & Brittany Mabee and Atlas Production Service, LLC along with a mixture of spring florals designed by Stanton Flowers. Guests 
enjoyed a lovely spring menu after President, Myndi Easter, and Honorary Chairman, Sharla Hotchkiss, opened the event.  As lunch concluded, Patrick 
Payton hosted the moderated conversation with President Bush.  Guests received a personal look into his family and political life, enjoying many laughs 
along the way.  The event concluded with Mayor Jerry Morales announcing the naming of the new Midland Convention Center: The Barbara & George 
H.W. Bush Convention Center.

The 18th Annual Shotguns & Stilettos Clay Shoot presented by Anadarko was held at Windwalker Farms on Friday, March 22. Despite a brief West 
Texas storm, over 325 shooters participated in a morning or afternoon flight. Shooters were welcomed with a breakfast donated by Chick-fil-A and Bean 
& Grape. Halliburton graciously provided, cooked and served a true Texas feast for both flights and guests of the Clay Shoot. First place and runner-up 
in each flight received a plaque and custom knife donated from Bear Claw Knife & Shear. Door Prizes were provided for both flights and 1 in 9 shooters 
received a prize. Cimarex, Desert Downhole Tools, Nalco Champion, Right Light Services, and HEB also sponsored the annual Clay Shoot.

We wrapped up our Shotguns & Stilettos events at the Petroleum Club of Midland on Saturday, March 23 with the Buckshot Bash. Over 525 guests had 
a full night that included a live auction presented by Wildcatters Network, silent auction and dancing provided by the band, Good Question.  Guests 
enjoyed a delicious meal and beverages underwritten by Beryl Oil & Gas. A stunning centerpiece designed by Becky’s Flowers decorated each of the 
tables at the event and were donated the next day to the residents of Helen Greathouse Manor Retirement Home. 
 
The Junior League of Midland, Inc. raised a record-breaking gross profit of approximately $560,000. The event would not have been possible without 
our Presenting Sponsors, Underwriters and general Sponsors. The raised funds will go directly towards our community impact projects for the next year 
and provide support to the Midland community.  





70 Years  of  ServicE

I would like to thank everyone who attended the 70 Years of Service celebration on Thursday, 
April 25th at the Museum of the Southwest.  This is such a gratifying milestone and would 

not have been possible without each one of you. I would specifically like to thank all the 
Sustainers who took time to come and enjoy this wonderful reception. It was an honor to see 
the League come together to support such a wonderful organization. Hand in hand, we build 
a better Midland. 
 
The Junior League of Midland is honored to impact so many organizations within the 
community. This year we wanted to give back to the community by volunteering our time, 
knowledge, and support to organizations whom we have influenced over the past seven 
decades: Rays of Hope, Hope House, and Habitat for Humanity to name a few. 
 
I would like to thank the following sponsors: Bryant Family Foundation, the Beal Family 
Foundation, Miss Cayce’s Christmas Store, Events by Shellie, Market Street United, Museumk 
of the Southwest, and Pinkies for their generous donations. Without their support this event 
would not have been possible.  
 
I can’t thank my committee members enough; Randi Burleson, Randis Butts, Bethany 
Etheredge, Bridget Green, Erin Pabody, Elizabeth Sitka, and Abbey Vogt. You all were 
awesome and committed many hours to this placement. I really appreciate all the time and 
hard work you all put into this League year. 

Cheers to 70 years,

KASSADIE BARELA
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF MIDLAND, INC.

70 YEARS OF SERVICE CHAIRMAN
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By Kassadie Barela

CELEBRATING

YE
A
RS



70 Years  of  ServicE



Team Daisies

Team Bluebonnets

PROVISIONAL CORNER
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By Jaimey Sloan

Introducing 2018-2019 Provisional Team Daisies
Anna Bernardo, Lyndsey Campbell, Cara Everts, Lauren 
Sonka, Kelly Schoolcraft, Kinsey Wyatt. 

All of the members of Team Daisies are not originally from 
Midland, which brings a new perspective from other areas. 
Team Daisies members joined the League to become more 
involved in the community and meet like-minded women. 

Their Provisional Trainer, Katy Hoyng, is proud of how 
dedicated these women are to the League and is excited to 
see what they accomplish as active members. 

Introducing 2018-2019 Provisional Team Bluebonnets
Bianca Acosta, Kristin Groner, Courtney Midkiff, Ina 
Miller, Phoenix O’Connor, Cecelia Quinn, Blair Sullivan, 
and Tandy Weaver.

Team Bluebonnet members joined the league as a way to 
become more involved in the community and connect with 
women with similar interests beyond their professional 
careers and family.

Their Provisional Trainer, Stephanie Perry, is proud of 
Team Bluebonnet’s commitment to their Provisional year 
and devotion to becoming active members in the Junior 
League of Midland.

(Standing, L to R) Ina Miller, Tandy Weaver, Cecelia Quinn; (Seated, L to R) Blair 
Sullivan, Phoenix O’Connor, Bianca Acosta, and Stephanie Perry (trainer); Not 
pictured: Courtney Midkiff and Kristen Groner

(Seated, L to R) Lauren Sonka, Kinsey Wyatt, Anna Bernardo, Kelly Schoolcraft; Not 
pictured: Lyndsey Campbell, Cara Everts, and Katy Taylor (trainer)



Team Daisies

PROVISIONAL  SPOTLIGHTS

Tumbleweed    31

Katy Hoyng, Provisional Trainer

Originally from Mississippi, Anna attended the University of 
Mississippi before moving to Midland with her boyfriend, Gary, 
and her 10-year-old fur baby, Charlie. Anna loves to travel and 
has made it her goal to visit all European countries.

Profession: Credit Manager
Hometown: Hattiesburg, MS
Favorite Flower: Sunflower
Favorite Vacation Spot: Italy

ANNA BERNARDO

Lyndsey and her husband, Colt, and their 2 children, Kenleigh 
and Stone moved to Midland for a job transfer. Lyndsey 
attended the University of Texas at San Antonio and currently 
is a full-time stay at home mother and blogger who enjoys 
traveling and hunting. 

Profession: Blogger/Full-time Mother
Hometown: Beeville, TX
Favorite Flower: Hydrangea
Favorite Vacation Spot: France

LYNDSEY CAMPBELL

Cara and her boyfriend, Dillon moved to Midland for the 
opportunities in the oil and gas industry. Cara is originally 
from Montana and attended Cornell University. Although a 
self-proclaimed homebody, Cara has traveled internationally 
and enjoys the outdoors especially river float trips in Montana.

Profession: Court Coordinator, Midland Municipal Court
Hometown: Helena, MT
Favorite Flower: Tulips
Favorite Vacation Spot: Vietnam

CARA EVERTS
Originally from Shawnee, OK, Kinsey attended OSU for 
Undergrad and SMU for Law School and currently is an 
attorney. Kinsey and her husband, Andrew, moved to Midland 
with their 2 fur babies, Boss and Pippa, to expand their careers. 
Kinsey enjoys spending time with friends and family, traveling 
and attending church.

Profession: Attorney
Hometown: Shawnee, OK
Favorite Flower: Peonies
Favorite Vacation Spot: Switzerland

KINSEY WYATT

Lauren and her husband, David moved to Midland for a 
job opportunity. Although Lauren says it is the most out of 
character thing she has ever done – to change her life and 
career completely, she feels the opportunities and people she 
has met has been worth it. Lauren enjoys traveling, trying new 
food, sailing, and visiting historical sites. 

Profession: Teacher
Hometown: Franklin, TX
Favorite Flower: Sunflower
Favorite Vacation Spot: Charleston, SC

LAUREN SONKA

Originally from San Antonio, Kelly is a 3rd generation Junior 
League member and excited to meet new people through the 
organization. Kelly and her husband, Matt, moved to Midland 
with their fur baby, Sully, to expand their careers. 

Profession: Revenue Accountant
Hometown: San Antonio, TX
Favorite Flower: Peonies
Favorite Vacation Spot: Grand Cayman

KELLY SCHOOLCRAFT

By Jaimey Sloan



PROVISIONAL SPOTLIGHTS
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Team Bluebonnets
Stephanie Perry, Provisional Trainer

Bianca and her husband, Nick, who met in high school moved 
to Midland with their fur baby, Copper, to further their 
careers. Bianca and her husband enjoy traveling, finding new 
restaurants, and watching college football.

Profession: Licensed Specialist in School Psychology for 
Midland ISD
Hometown: Del Rio, TX
Favorite Flower: Peonies
Favorite Vacation Spot: Ireland

Originally from Midland, Kristin and her husband, Jered, 
welcomed their first child, Brooks, to their growing family in 
January of this year. Kristin is also involved with the Midland 
Coterie Club and enjoys any outdoor activity including biking, 
golf, and hiking.

Profession: Full-time Mom to a new Baby
Hometown: Midland, TX
Favorite Flower: Stargazer Lily
Favorite Vacation Spot: Prague

Cecelia moved to Midland with her fiancé, Grant Goebel, after 
meeting while both attended Texas Tech. Beyond the Junior 
League, Cecelia is involved with the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals. Cecelia is a self-proclaimed homebody, but 
claims Reality TV would be what she would be famous for if she 
was famous. 

Profession: Director of Development, Midland Children’s 
Rehabilitation Center
Hometown: Fort Worth, TX
Favorite Flower: Peonies
Favorite Vacation Spot: New York

Originally from California, Courtney attended Texas 
Christian University before meeting her husband, Matthew, 
at a mutual friend’s wedding. Courtney and David have 2 
children, Thomas and Mary Collin, who moved here to be 
closer to family. Among her favorite things to do besides 
traveling is hosting parties for friends and family.

Profession: Wine Consultant
Hometown:  Palm Desert, CA
Favorite Flower: Hydrangea
Favorite Vacation Spot: Mexico

After attending Texas Tech, Blair moved to Midland with her 
boyfriend, Jordan Dyer, and their two fur babies, Mac and 
Lucy. Blair is a member of the West Texas Geological Society 
and enjoys traveling, hiking and camping. Blair’s claim to 
fame among her friends and family is her homemade caramel 
corn.

Profession: Teacher for Midland ISD
Hometown:  McKinney, TX
Favorite Flower: Garden Roses
Favorite Vacation Spot: Alaska, Bahamas, Big Bend

Phoenix and her daughter, Bettie, moved to Midland to further 
her career in the television news reporting field in hopes to 
fulfill her childhood dream of being a news anchor. Phoenix is 
also involved closely with Harmony Home and enjoys hiking, 
reading and traveling. 

Profession: TV News Reporter
Hometown: Newport Beach, CA
Favorite Flower: Rose
Favorite Vacation Spot: Belize

Originally from Midland, Ina met her husband, Nathan, through 
church and they are new parents to their first child, Boston. Ina 
enjoys running, photography and playing board games and says if 
she was to be famous it would be for cooking. 

Profession: Dietitian and Certified Health Education Specialist; 
Arbonne Independent Consultant
Hometown: Tulsa, OK and Midland, TX
Favorite Flower: Rose
Favorite Vacation Spot: New Zealand

Tandy and her husband, Lance, moved to Midland with their 
daughter, Amie, for a job opportunity in the energy sector. Beyond 
Junior League, Tandy is a board member with the Permian Basin 
International Oil Show and a committee member for the American 
Cancer Society Cattle Baron’s Ball. Tandy enjoys playing sports, 
shopping and watching Hallmark Christmas movies. 

Profession: Energy Services Business Developer
Hometown: Bowie, TX
Favorite Flower: Calla Lily
Favorite Vacation Spot: Alaska

BIANCA ACOSTA

KRISTIN GRONER CECELIA QUINN

COURTNEY MIDKIFF BLAIR SULLIVAN

PHOENIX O’CONNOR

INA MILLER TANDY WEAVER

By Jaimey Sloan



The Junior League of Midland, Inc. is pleased to announce the
2019-2020 Board of Directors and Management

2019-2020  BOARD  AND  MANAGEMENT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MANAGEMENT

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
Diana Martin

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT
Heather Martin

COMMUNITY VICE PRESIDENT
Evelyn Serrano

FINANCE VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT
Thuy Baumstimler

PUBLIC RELATIONS VICE PRESIDENT
Suzy Prucka

PUBLIC RELATIONS VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT
Myra McKinley

MEMBERSHIP PLACEMENT CHAIRMAN
Sarah Semer

MEMBERSHIP PLACEMENT ASSISTANT CHAIRMAN
Leslie Whitehead

MANAGEMENT MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Melanie Shackelford and Casandra Maher

PRESIDENT 
Marina Stanaland

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Candice Kendrick

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
Diana Martin

RECORDING VICE PRESIDENT
Haley Buckles

 FINANCE VICE PRESIDENT
 Taryn Snider

BOARD MEMBER-AT-LARGE
TBD

NOMINATING CHAIRMAN
Mandy McCabe

SUSTAINING DIRECTOR
Michelle Dinger
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LITTLE    LEAGUERS  &  Newlyweds

Paget Taylor married Jake Taylor on 
October 27, 2018 in Austin, Texas. 

Cristina Burns married Jackson Burns in 
Cancun, Mexico on June 15, 2018.

Gwendolyn Taylor and her husband, 
Vance are celebrating 30 years of 

marriage this year on May 20, 2019.

By Shandie Wild

Tumbleweed    35

Sutherlyn Jo Wild
Shandie Wild, husband Seth Wild, 

big sister Saylor (3) and older brother 
Swade (2) welcomed Sutherlyn 

Jo Wild January 18, 2019.
She weighed 8lbs 2oz and 

was 20 inches long.

Knox Atkins Magness 
On March 8, 2019, Knox Atkins 

Magness was born to proud parents 
Abby Magness and husband, Lane 
Magness. He was welcomed by big 
sister Tinley and big brother Tank. 

Knox weighed 8lbs 1oz and 
was 20 inches long.

Gracen Mae Davis
On February 5, 2019, Gracen Mae 

Davis made her debut measuring 
7lbs 3oz and 19 ½ inches long. She 
was welcomed by parents Savannah 
Davis,  husband Joseph Davis along 

with proud big brother, Hunt. 





JLM   CALEN DAR

15
General Meeting

JLM Headquarters
7:00 pm

29
Welcome Back Social

Musem of the Southwest
7:00 pm

August OctoberSeptember

17
General Meeting

JLM Headquarters
7:00 pm

	  

	  

The Beal Foundation 
Bryant Family Foundation 

Events by Shellie 
Fast Signs 

Market Street United 
Miss Cayce’s Christmas Store 

Museum of the Southwest 
Pinkie’s Liquor 

	  

 

The Junior League of Midland, Inc. graciously 
acknowledges our donors in our celebration of 70 Years of Service. 

 



N EW  I N  MIDLAND

New to downtown, the Buffalo Nickel by Cibolo Creek offers a selection of craft cocktails, 
wine and beer on tap, in addition to craft beer. For the cigar enthusiast, a humidor and 
outdoor space is available for smoking. To add to the ambiance, the Buffalo Nickel has live 
music on Friday nights, and per their Facebook page, it also hosts various food trucks for 
sustenance.

Opens at 3 pm Monday through Saturday, and stays open to 11 pm Monday through 
Thursday, and until midnight Friday and Saturday.

Located at 216 N Main St., Midland, TX 79707.

By Catherine Bassett

Baker Schorr Fine Art, a gallery specializing in Modern and Contemporary art, 
opened in November of 2018. The gallery will show multiple exhibitions each year 
from a certain artist, time period, or style, while also continually displaying various 
works from the gallery’s collection. The current exhibition is of contemporary Texas 
artist Ellen Heck, and the new exhibition “Della-Volpe Elements and Atmosphere” 
opened on April 4th.

Open Monday through Friday, 10 am to 5:30 pm and Saturday 10 am to 4 pm.

Located in the new Ally Village, 200 Spring Park Drive, #105, Midland, TX.
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